Marton Parish Council

Clerk: Catherine Clowes

14 Downesway

Alderley Edge

SK9 7XB

Email: clerk.mpc@sky.com
Notice of meeting of the Parish Council to be held at 7.30 pm on 

Monday 6th February 2012 at the Village School, Marton

Minutes
Present: Cllr D McGowan (Chair) (DM), Cllr J Rylands (Vice Chair) (JR), Mrs W Basnett (WB), Mr AG Darbyshire (AD), Mrs L Nixon (LN), Mr B Nolan (BN), Mr D Schwendener (DS), Mrs C Clowes (Clerk), Cllr Lesley Smetham (LS)
1. Apologies for absence: None 11/59
2. To approve the minutes of the last meeting held on 12th December 2011: Agreed and signed with one alteration to 7b – should be Mere Barn not farm  11/60
3. Village maintenance 11/61
a) Village green – edging has now been bought and awaiting delivery of chippings.
b) Overgrown footpaths on A34 – Cheshire East do not maintain or clear rural footpaths unless they are reported as a danger to the public.  DM is meeting Simon Davies on 28th February to discuss work to be done and area where is a threat to public safety DM
c) Road flooding near Church – Still not fixed – AD to let DM know if still no action by 28th Feb and DM will take to meeting with Simon Davies DM, AD
d) Overgrown hedge and Oak Lane potholes – BN has a direct contact on this at Middlewich Town Hall – has been reported and will continue to monitor
e) Footpath in front of Oak Lane Houses – DM has reported on council website and will monitor  DM
f) Board outside main road restaurant – Board has now been removed
4. Community Pride Competition 11/62 – 

a) Letter sent congratulating Siddington

b) BN will consider a strategy for this year  BN
c) DM to complete application form for 2012 and send with payment  DM
5. Highway and road safety matters 11/63
a) Speeding & accidents on A34 – DM advised that the police did not attend the last school meeting.  Siddington Parish Council Clerk has been contacted and they are keen to work together on this.  DM will meet with some of their councillors in a couple of weeks  DM
b) Mobile speed indicating device - ongoing
c) Community Speed Watch Scheme & other measures – No further interest has been shown.  The subject will be mentioned at the March open meeting and DM will ask the local police if they could attend and give a short talk on the issue.  JR also offered to join the numbers for training  DM
6.    Marton School 11/64
a) and c) Parking & transport and proposed Nursery/ Village Hall – DS showed current plans and advised that it was now necessary to come up with a scheme that is as relevant to the school as to the village in order to progress with funding and LS suggested this could be raised at the open meeting.  Evidence of potential users of the proposed village hall is necessary.  There are also issues surrounding traffic flow and coach use and DM asked LS if she could make Louise Brown aware of the potential for economies to be made in Marton
b) Landscape scheme to front – DM advised the licence has finally been received and he is working at regaining a possible grant for the work
7.    Planning 11/65
a) 11/4420M - Retention of Dwelling at first floor level over Existing Restaurant - Church Farm, Congleton Road, Marton, Cheshire, SK11 9HF – Comments sent to planning
b) 12/0143M – Single storey front porch and rear conservatory extensions re-submission of 11/3730M – Mere Farm House, School Lane, Marton, Cheshire. SK11 9HD – Awaiting councillor’s comments.

c) 12/0028M – Single storey extension to west elevation – Mere Barn, School Lane, Marton, Macclesfield, SK11 9HD – Awaiting councillor’s comments.
d) Proposed Girl Guide Camp Black Wood – Currently awaiting a Greater Crested Newt survey before can progress
8.    Parish Council Website and Broadband 11/66 
a) Website - LN advised that Cheshire East are offering a free webpage with free domain name and hosting which will enable file transfer if required in the future.  There will be a 2 hour training session which the Clerk and anyone else interested can attend.  LN advised that we should use this option while it is free and review it in the future if charges are introduced.  Agreed LN to contact web team and advise and they will send out the relevant paperwork to be completed.  LN
b) Broadband – LN had attended another meeting but advised that not much progress had been made.  She said Marton will not received superfast broadband but there are possibilities to negotiate with Peaks and Plains.  No more progress can be made until more information is provided by BT.
10.  Trees & Hedges 11/67
a) Unsafe trees on Oak Lane plus replacements – DM advised a scheme is underway with John Percival and Richard Dorin for 3 replacement Oak Trees and this will be discussed at meeting with Simon Davies.  DM will discuss location of BT cables with AD in connection with this.  DM
b) Proposed village orchard near the village green – Plan has been drawn up with John Percival and Richard Dorin and will be discussed with Simon Davies on 28th Feb.
c) £100 donation from Fisher German (Capesthorne) – received and banked.
d) Thinning of trees at back of village green – ongoing work.
11.  Boundary Commission proposals 11/68  - Letter sent and receipt acknowledged.  Await result.
12.  Consultation of the Technical reform of Council Tax 11/69– Does not affect Marton at present and should be left off next agenda.
13.
The Queens Diamond Jubilee 11/70 – AD advised that the church are holding a lunch on the 3rd June.  JR had enquired about beacons and advised that the plan is to light up beacons across  the country between 10 and 10.30pm on 4th June and JR has signed up MPC to the scheme.  After discussion it was agreed to try and hold a bonfire as our beacon behind the Davenport Arms with a BBQ on the evening of the 4th June.  JR and DM will approach the pub landlord about this in a couple of weeks and the event will be highlighted at the open meeting.  The idea of a street party was suggested as a plan b option.  DM, JR
14.  Chairs remarks & reports from members attending external meetings 11/71 – Meetings attended by DM: School meeting, Renewable Energy Workshop.  DM also advised that support has been given on behalf of MPC to the proposal initiated by Leiston-cum-Sizewell Town Council and the Suffolk Association  of Local Councils that was put to the Communities and Local Government Minister last year under the Sustainable Communities Act. 
15.  Correspondence 11/72
a) CPRE How to shape where you live: a guide to neighbourhood planning
b) CHALC January and February Newsletters Nos.141 and 142
c) Clerks and Councils Direct Magazine January 2012
d) Email received from Rodney Hamer thanking us for donation to cost of Urquart appeal
e) All other correspondence has been circulated by email or post
16.  Finance 11/73
a) Financial activity and bank reconciliation – agreed and signed
b) Cheques totalling £442.30 - agreed and signed
17.  Any other business 11/74
a) Speakers for next open meeting – Agreed to ask David Quinn (Postman), local Police Officer, New vicar to the Parish – DM will liaise with these and confirm.  DM
b) Open Meeting 26th March 2012 7pm:

· DM and Clerk to produce flyer

· Distribution by Parish Councillors around village and via email group

· LN to print flyers

· BN to organise refreshments
· DM and DS will say a few words about the village hall proposals
c) New A5 planning booklets – extra booklets have been requested by Clerk
d) CHALC area meeting proposals consultation – No objections                                                           

18.
Date of next meetings: 11/75
· 26th March 2012 @7pm (Annual Village Meeting) 
· 14th May 2012 (AGM)

· 9th July 2012

· 10th September 2012

· 10th December 2012

Meeting Closed at 9.30pm
