Marton Parish Council

Clerk: Catherine Clowes

14 Downesway

Alderley Edge

SK9 7XB

Email: clerk.mpc@sky.com
Notice of meeting of the Parish Council to be held at 7.30 pm on 

Monday 12th December 2011 at the Village School, Marton

MINUTES
Present: Cllr D McGowan (Chair) (DM), Cllr J Rylands (Vice Chair) (JR), Mrs W Basnett (WB), Mr AG Darbyshire (AD), Mrs L Nixon (LN), Mr B Nolan (BN), Mr D Schwendener (DS), Mrs C Clowes (Clerk)
1. Apologies for absence: None 11/42
2. To approve the minutes of the last meeting held on 12th September 2011: 11/43 Approved and signed as an accurate record. 
3. Village maintenance 11/44
a) Village green – DM to put plastic edging in and contact Mr Cadis re bark chippings.  DM  Mole Catcher’s services employed at a cost of £25.
b) Overgrown footpaths on A34 – Still no definitive answer received from Cheshire East Council or Highways.
c) Road flooding near Church – still a problem and near the drive to Capesthorn field – DM to report to highways. DM
d) Overgrown hedge and Oak Lane potholes – Work not yet carried out – LN to re-email Cllr Smetham. LN
e) Fly tipping – now solved and to be removed from subsequent agendas.
4. Community  Pride Competition 11/45
a) Siddington were the winners in category – letter of congratulations to be sent from MPC.  Clerk
b) DM suggested we have a coordinated plan for next year’s competition – BN to facilitate this.  BN
5. Highway and road safety matters 11/46
a) Speeding & accidents on A34 – Following a further recent fatality an email had been received from concerned resident Mr O’Grady.  A discussion followed about the best way forward.  It was agreed that DM and DS would discuss the issue with the local police at the next school meeting and ask advice.  DM would also email Siddington Parish Council to request that we work together on the issue.  DM, DS
b) Mobile speed indicating device – Rainow Parish Council now own one of these and the police will notify MPC when it is available for use.
c) Community Speed Watch Scheme & other measures – We now have 3 of the required 6 volunteers.  LN to approach Mr O’Grady and and WD to approach Mr Cox.  LN, WB
6.    Marton School 11/47
a) Parking & transport – MPC reps are still pushing to reduce the size of coaches – more will be known after the next school meeting.
b) Landscape scheme to front – still awaiting legal agreement which has been an ongoing situation since May.  DM will continue to chase.  DM
c) Proposed Nursery/Village Hall – The proposed preliminary plans for a nursery and village hall were shown to councillors and a discussion ensued.  Cllr’s agreed that they are happy for these ongoing talks and exploration to continue,  Cllr’s were asked if anyone else from the council would like to attend the meetings for this proposal along with DM and DS.  It was agreed that at present representation is sufficient but if the plans progress more input may be required in the future.
7.    Planning 11/48
a) 10/1323M – Renewal of Planning Permission 03/13214P – Land north of Bollington Lane and west of Congleton Road, Nether Alderley – Refused.  A request has been received for help towards the legal expenses of this appeal.  It was proposed by JR that MPC should give a donation of £50 and this was seconded by LN. Clerk to send cheque.  Clerk
b) 11/2743M – Four separate house extensions: Two storey extension within courtyard, two storey extension on West Elevation and single storey utility and family room extensions on the North Elevation – Mere Farm, School Lane, Marton, Cheshire, SK11 9HD – Refused 23.09.11

c) 11/3396M - New Double Garage - Cherry Tree Cottage, Bunce Lane, Marton, Cheshire, SK11 9HQ – Approved with conditions 08.11.11

d) 11/3398M – Listed building consent for new double garage - Cherry Tree Cottage, Bunce Lane, Marton, Cheshire, SK11 9HQ – Approved with conditions 09.11.11
e) Premises usage La Popote restaurant – Email has been received from Enforcement Officer Vinny Farrell advising that the council is awaiting an application for change of use at the site and will keep us informed.  DM to chase this up if we have not heard by January 2012.  DM
f) Proposed Girl Guide Camp Black Wood – Plans were shown of a proposed track in Black Wood and DM explained that the Girl Guides are proposing to set up a campsite within the wood.  A public meeting had already been held in regard to this.  Concerned neighbour Mr R Barrow has requested that he be kept in the information loop by MPC and he is meeting with the Girl Guides to discuss his concerns and will contact MPC again after that.
g) DM reminded all councillors of the importance of getting any circulated planning application comments back to him before the due date as a number of recent applications have been returned late.
8.    Broadband 11/49
LN reported that Cheshire East Council are planning to provide superfast broadband to all houses in Cheshire by 2015.  However this will be at a cost of £330 per house for its installation.  It was felt that the timescale and funding was too little to realistically achieve this and even if this was achieved the broadband speed provided would be relatively slow compared to other EU countries.
9.    Parish Council Website 11/50
Cheshire East Council will host a web page for the council but it is the councils responsibility to set the page up.  Clerk to email information and links to LN for her to look at.  Clerk
10.  Trees & Hedges 11/51
a) Tree Warden – Rex Broughton has resigned as tree warden although he will continue to advised MPC if required.  John Percival is keen to take this role on and the MPC were all in agreement.  DM will contact Rex to thank him and John to welcome him.  DM
b) Unsafe trees on Oak Lane plus replacements – John Percival has proposed that 3 new trees are planted on Oak Lane to be funded by MPC.  DM will meet with John and come back to the parish council for formal approval.
c) Proposed village orchard near the village green – John Percival is proposing that trees be planted around the village green and these will provide free fruit for village residents.  Plans have been drawn up and it is hoped this will be funded by sponsorship.
d) Hedge maintenance, contribution to John Percival – It was agreed that a payment of £70 - £100 should be made to John Percival in regard of this.
e) £100 donation from Capesthorne – Clerk to send invoice to Capesthorn to receive this.  Clerk
f) Thinning of trees at back of village green – John Percival has drawn up a plan for this – it was agreed that this should go ahead.
11.  The Localism Act & Boundary Commission proposals 11/52
a) Localism Act: DM attended meeting and advised that at present this will not really affect Marton or other smaller parishes at present but it will affect the planning process giving more power to parish councils.  NALC Policy Briefing was circulated.
b) Boundary Commission Proposals: It has been proposed that Marton will end up in Northwich – DM has sent a letter to the Boundary Commission advising that we wish to stay in Alderley/Macclesfield.  This is supported by local MP David Rutley.  We now await the outcome.
12.  Chairs remarks & reports from members attending external meetings 11/53
a) 29th September meeting with Parish Councillors from the area and MP David Rutley to discuss the boundary commission review.
b) 30th September School Meeting.
c) 6th October DM and BN attended Community Pride Awards in Ellesmere Port.
d) 19th October CPRE meeting on planning.
e) 20th October CHALC AGM at Middlewich.
f) 20th October School Meeting.
g) 17th November School Meeting.
h) 24th November Town and Parish Council Conference at Congleton Town Hall.
i) 29th November Parish Planning Network for Cheshire East and Congleton.
j) 7th December Macclesfield area meeting of CHALC at Bollington.
13.  Correspondence 11/54
a) Arley Homes – Letter re affordable housing for local and rural communities in the Marton     area
b) Cheshire Community Action – Community Pride Award Results and score sheet
c) CHALC September 2011 Newsletter no.140
d) Clerks and Councils Direct: July, September and November 2011
e) Cheshire Playing Fields Association Newsletter: Autumn 2011
f) Cheshire Viewpoint Newsletter: Autumn 2011
g) The Queens Diamond Jubilee Beacons
h) Manchester Airport Runway 1 night closure update
i) Manchester Airport Community Review 2010/2011
j) Countryside Voice Summer 2011 and Winter 2011
k) All other correspondence has been circulated by email or post
14.  Finance 11/55
a) Financial activity and bank reconciliation – Circulated.
b) Cheques totalling £1108.33 agreed and signed.
15.  Precept Requirements for 2012/2013 11/56

Due to a forecasted surplus in the MPC account it was agreed that the precept requirement for 2012/13 would remain the same at £3200.  This was proposed by DS and seconded by AD.  Clerk to inform Cheshire East.  Clerk
16.  Any other business 11/57

a) Dan Percival Duke of Edinburgh Award – Dan is currently undertaking this award and his younger brother is soon to begin.
b) Sarah Griffith local information sharing – DM emailed Sarah in September to arrange a meeting but nothing has been heard to date.
c) Speakers for next open meeting – Cllr’s to email any suggestions to clerk before the next meeting in February.
d) New Ringway Jacobs contract for Highways – for cllr’s information.
e) New A5 planning booklet – Clerk to order copies.  Clerk
f) Cheshire East Community Resilience Programme – It was agreed that this is not really applicable to MPC to join because there are no really vulnerable people in Marton.
g) Consultation of the Technical reform of Council Tax – Agreed to carry this forward to next meetings agenda.  Clerk
h) Rural Issues Summary Document Consultation Opportunity CEC – MPC comments have been forwarded.
i) The Queens Diamond Jubilee – it was agreed that MPC could organise a beacon for this event.  JR and DM will look into this for next meeting – put on next meeting agenda.  Clerk
j) Footpath in front of Oak Lane houses – BN advised that this was breaking up and becoming very dangerous.  BN will liaise with DM who will email contractors.  BN, DM
k) Board on footpath outside restaurant on main road – WB advised that this is now a potential safety hazard and questioned if there are any size restrictions – WD to email Vinny Farrell (enforcement).  WB                                                                     

17.
Date of next meeting: 11/58

6th February 2012
Meeting closed at 9.50pm
